Nadia Christidi / New, York / nadia.christidi@gmail.com

Education:

2015-2024, PhD in History, Anthropology, and Science, Technology and Society,
Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT), Cambridge, MA

Dissertation: Envisioning Water: Sustainability and Future-Making in Dubai and Los Angeles
2013-2015, MA in Historical Studies, New School for Social Research, New York, NY
2002-2006, BA in History of Art, Bryn Mawr College, Bryn Mawr, PA

Awards, Fellowships, and Art Residencies:

2021-2024, Doctoral Fellowship, Governing through Design, Swiss National Science
Foundation (Remote)

2022, Art Residency, “Water is What We Make It," Gemene Grond (Common Ground), Cultural
Affairs Department of the City of Utrecht, Utrecht

2021, Ocean Fellowship, Thyssen Bornemisza Art 21-Academy, Ocean Space, Venice
2020-2021, Rasikbhai L. Meswani Fellowship for Water Solutions, Abdul Latif Jameel Water
and Food Systems Lab (J-WAFS), MIT, Cambridge

2020, Center for International Studies Fellowship, MIT, Cambridge

2019, Arts Research and Writing Residency (and publication commission), Jameel Arts
Centre, Dubai

2015-2016, Ida M. Green Fellowship, Office of Graduate Education, MIT, Cambridge

2015, Outstanding Achievement at the MA Level, New School for Social Research, New York
2012, Delfina Foundation-FICA Research Fellowship, Delfina Foundation, London

Public Events:

01/2023-02/2025, Co-comissioner and Co-curator (with Ozgiin Eyliil iscen), Reclaiming
Futures (three web exhibitions featuring seven commissioned art, design, and architecture
projects as well as accompanying texts for Governing through Design),
againstcatastrophe.net

10/2024, Co-organizer, Planetary Design: Reclaiming Futures (artistic programming
organized by Governing through Design) at Spore Initiative, Berlin

10/2024, Co-organizer, Planetary Design: Reclaiming Futures (conference organized by
Governing through Design) at ICI Berlin Institute for Critical Inquiry, Berlin

06/2024, Convener, Launch of commissioned publication Liquid Dreams and Conversation
(with Michael Christopher Low and Natalie Koch) in Online Forum: Maximum Humidity - A
World Weather Network Closing Event at Jameel Arts Centre, Dubai

10/2021, Co-organizer (with Carlo Federico Dall’'omo), ““Water as a Boundary Object’:
Navigating the Shared Waters of Sacca Fisola and Sacca San Biagio in the Venetian Lagoon”
(workshop for Pro Helvetia), Venice

10/2021, Convener, “Records of Changing Times” (panel discussion), Breathing Together:
Ocean Fellowship 2021 - Activation Il at Ocean Space, Venice

9/2021, Organizer, “Vernacular Architectures, Water Politics, and Climate Change in
Palermo” (workshop for Istituto Svizzero), Palermo

2/2020, Organizer, “Climate Change in the UAE: Science, Policy and Future Imaginaries”
(conversation with members of the UAE Ministry of Climate Change and Environment), Arts
Research and Writing Residency Event at Jameel Arts Centre, Dubai
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2/2020, Co-Convener (with Nezar Andary), “Environmental Humanities Roundtable” in the
Al Sidr Environmental Film Festival, Abu Dhabi

12/2019, Organizer, “Watertight: A Guided Tour of Jebel Ali Village” (walk), Arts Research
and Writing Residency Event at Jameel Arts Centre, Dubai

10/2019, Co-organizer, “The Future of Water in the UAE” (informal water discussion circle
in partnership with Sustainable Water Network) at Jameel Arts Centre, Dubai

9/2019, Organizer, “Meet the Resident” (display and presentation), Arts Research and
Writing Residency Event at Jameel Arts Centre, Dubai

8/2018, Organizer, “Bird Song in the Bijlmermeer: The Poetry and Politics of Intimate
Transhuman Entanglements” (workshop with support from Het Nieuwe Instituut and the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs in the Netherlands) in Open Set Summer School - Fluid Rhythmes,
Amsterdam

Curatorial and Arts Management Work:
2013, Exhibition Producer and Coordinator, Home Works 6 Exhibition, Ashkal Alwan, Beirut

2012, Publications Coordinator, How Soon is Now: A Tribute to Dreamers, Ashkal Alwan,
Beirut

2011, Beirut Festival Coordinator, Meeting Points 6 (curated by Okwui Enwezor), Young
Arab Theatre Fund, Beirut

2009-2010, Assistant Director, Beirut Art Center, Beirut

2006-2008, Art Interpretation and Learning Lead, Darat al Funun, Amman

2004, Research Assistant, Salwa Mikdadi, Berkeley, CA

Exhibitions:

2025, Sharjah Biennial 16 (commissioned project in group exhibition), Sharjah

2020, The Futureless Memory (group exhibition), Kunsthaus Hamburg

2016, Specere: All Eyes on Afghanistan (lecture performance), ACT Cube, MIT, Cambridge
2016, Outside the Sentence There Was a City (group exhibition), SALT Ulus, Ankara
2015-2016, Apricots from Damascus (commissioned project in group exhibition), SALT
Galata, Istanbul

2011-2012, Exposure 2011 (commissioned project in group exhibition), Beirut Art Center,
Beirut

Talks:

10/2025, Presenter, “Environmental Bodies” in Body Concepts (talk series hosted by Berlin
University of the Arts and The Free University of Berlin) at Uferstudios, Berlin

3/2024, Presenter, “Artificial Weathers” in Global Art Forum at Art Dubai, Dubai

2/2024, Co-presenter (with Sudipto Basu), “Design x Catastrophes” in Worlds by Design:
Mapping the Field of Interdisciplinary Design Studies (talk series hosted by Matters of
Activity) at Humboldt University, Berlin (Virtual)

12/2023, Panelist, “Broader Approaches to Ocean Health: Science and the Arts” in Dafqa -
COP28 Ocean Open Programme (organized by Community Jameel) at Jameel Arts Centre,
Dubai

12/2023, Panelist, “Community Jameel x Afikra COP28 Live Conversation” at Jameel Arts
Centre, Dubai



https://www.alsidreff.org/
https://jameelartscentre.org/whats-on/watertight-a-guided-tour-of-jebel-ali-village/
https://jameelartscentre.org/whats-on/meet-the-resident-nadia-christidi/
https://openresearch.amsterdam/nl/page/38975/open-set-summer-school-fluid-rhythms
https://www.e-flux.com/announcements/627545/sharjah-biennial-16-to-carry/
https://kunsthaushamburg.de/en/the-futureless-memory/
https://nadiaalissa.wordpress.com/2019/12/27/specere-all-eyes-on-afghanistan/
https://saltonline.org/en/1363/outside-the-sentence-there-was-a-city
https://apexart.org/akin-winchester.php
https://beirutartcenter.org/event/exposure-3/
https://www.hzt-berlin.de/kalendar/detail/termin/environmental-bodies/
https://www.artdubai.ae/global-art-forum-2024/
https://www.matters-of-activity.de/en/activities/12640/worlds-by-design-mapping-the-field-of-interdisciplinary-design-studies
https://www.matters-of-activity.de/en/activities/12640/worlds-by-design-mapping-the-field-of-interdisciplinary-design-studies
https://www.communityjameel.org/events/cop28-dafqa-ocean-open-programme
https://www.communityjameel.org/events/cop28-afrika-live-podcast

03/2022, Panel Moderator, “The Deep Memory of the Earth” in Shifting Earth Symposium at
Jameel Arts Centre, Dubai

4/2021, Presenter, "The Future as an Index/Indexing the Future: Storage, Value, and Water
Management in Los Angeles" at Los Angeles Municipal Art Gallery, Los Angeles (Virtual)
11/2020, Guest Speaker, Intro to Creative Writing: Tale Telling (course at New York
University Abu Dhabi), Abu Dhabi (Virtual)

9/2020, Panelist, All of US, Everywhere: An International Response to the Pandemic at Center
for Fiction, Brooklyn (Virtual)

2/2020, Panel Moderator, Artist’s Garden (Asuncion Molinos Gordo) at Jameel Arts Centre,
Dubai

11/2019, Panel Moderator, “Building Responsible Architecture” in Innovating for Social
Impact, Global Grad Show Conference (curated by Community Jameel) at Dubai Design
Week, Dubai

11/2019, Panel Moderator, “Not So Immaterial” in Digital Earth Talks at Jameel Arts Centre,
Dubai

10/2019, Guest Speaker, Animal/Vegetable/Mineral: Symbiotic Life in a Parasitic World,
Campus Art Dubai 8.0, Dubai

10/2019, Guest Speaker, Research and Development Center at the Dubai Electricity and
Water Authority, Dubai

1/2016, Panelist, Apricots from Damascus (panel discussion series) at SALT Galata, Istanbul

Public and Academic Writing:

2023-2025, Against Catastrophe, eds. Nadia Christidi, (")zgl'in Eylul iscen, Sudipto Basu, Orit
Halpern, forthcoming Governing through Design edited volume

2023, Liquid Dreams: Envisioning Water Futures in the UAE (with illustrations by Joseph
Kai), ed. Nora Razian (Dubai: Jameel Arts Centre). Arts Writing and Research Commission
by Art Jameel

2022, “The Topology of a Wave: On Body Doubles and Limited Utopias” (text and
accompanying soundtrack with Sary Moussa) in Perpetual Postponement, eds. Christine
Tohme and Edwin Nasr. Online commission by Ashkal Alwan

2021, “Glass in Lebanon: A Natural and Post-Natural History” (photo-essay), Pfeil Magazine
14 - Nature

2020, “@Coronarratives” in And We Came QOutside and Saw the Stars, ed. llan Stavans, New
York: Restless Books

2020, “Fluid Futures” (Op-Ed on Art and Climate Change), ArtAsiaPacific 118

2017, “Decaying Flesh (#1623).” ArtEaste Quarterly, special edition on political ecology and
climate change

2016, “A Conceptual Glossary: Interrogating the Question of ‘Whose? Anthropocene’ and its
Implications,” Anthropocene Curriculum: The Technosphere Issue website, Haus der Kulturen
der Welt and Max Planck Institute for the History of Science

2015, “Wild Imaginations: The Beirut River Crocodile” (text and illustrations) in Hammoud-
Baddawi Zine, ed. Mayssa Fattouh (Beirut: TandemWorks). Commission by TandemWorks
2010-2014, ArtAsiaPacific (Beirut Desk Editor/Regular Contributor)
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2022, Featured Guest and Episode Editor, “Scarcity, Development Politics, and Corruption:
Beirut's Water Systems” in Aridity Lines by TBA 21-Academy Radio, Episode 4, February 16

2020, Featured Guest, “Ecological Imaginaries of Water and Climate Change in Dubai” in
Environment in Context by Jadaliyya, Episode 5, August 12

Teaching Assistantships:
2-5/2021, Technology and Culture, Department of Anthropology, MIT

2-5/2018, The Meaning of Life, Department of Anthropology, MIT
2-5/2017, American History since 1865, Department of History, MIT
9-12/2014, Introduction to Design Studies, The New School/Parsons School of Design

Select Workshops/Conferences:

3/2024, Extractive Pasts, Sustainable Futures?, Research Studio at Technische Universitit
Dresden, Dresden

6/2020, Personal Podcasting, Workshop at Salt Institute of Documentary Studies, Maine
College of Art, Portland (Virtual)

5-6/2020, Superheat: Bearable Substructures, Seminar at Janet Abu-Lughod Library
Seminar [V, Columbia GSAPP, Studio-X, Amman (Virtual)

8-9/2019, Farmlab Art + Science Workshops (“Home/Waste Remediation with Fungi,” “DIY
Chromatography: Basic Analysis of Soil,” and “What Wildlife Lives on Metabolic Studio’s
Underdevelopment”) at Metabolic Studio, Los Angeles

8/2019, SIWI World Water Week, Stockholm

8/2019, Primer 19: Futures for All at The New School/Parsons School of Design, New York
1/2019, MIT Field Seminar on Science and Technology Museums, London

8/2017, Planetary Futures Summer School at Concordia University, Montreal

4/2016, “Campus 2016: The Technosphere Issue,” Anthropocene Curriculum at Haus der
Kulturen der Welt, Berlin
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